A DASTARDLY PLOI' (ONCE AGAIN} by Derek Butcher in Bromeletter 28(2):13. 1990

Those of you that have a copy of my Checklist will be able to read on page 13 the reference to Aechmea 'Tessie'. I suppose it was shortly after the publication of the first edition of my booklet in 1982 that I "imported" an offset from a Queensland grower and began the long process of acclimatizing the plant. It was a very attractive plant in the latter summer months after it had grown out of its cold-bitten leaves of winter. As each year went by so the plant acclimatized. and less leaves were "burnt" . Of course it could have been a succession of mild winters but how do you define a mild winter ??

In any event. 1989 was the year when almost in despair the plant decided to flower and took several months before actually flowering. I am sure it must have flowered at night or when I was not looking because it was some time before I saw a blue coloured petal instead of a dried up remains .

Now was 
the time
 to get out the tweezers and the jeweller's loupe and start operating. If you have ever tried to get one entire sepal when they all seem joined together you will understand my predicament. The irregular shaped sepal had me intrigued because with all the other findings I kept coming back to Aechmea phanerophlebia,

Now this was a name that MY checklist warned me about as not being Aechmea 'Tessie' . Aechmea 'Tessie' was a supposed Aechmea distichantha hybrid! The only problem I have is that my
 plant is not the supposed Queensland 'Tessie' but another plant, and yet I cannot be convinced that someone should want to deliberately send me something that looks like an Aechmea distichantha hybrid when not in flower.

I felt so pleased with my discovery that at great inconvenience and cost (it was a large plant) I sent the required portions to Selby Gardens. Harry Luther confirmed my diagnosis.

I am now the proud owner of an acclimatized Aechmea phanerophlebia. As for my check list, well, I'm going to show that Aechmea 'Tessie' equals Aechmea phanerophlebia unless someone can send me the proper Aechmea 'Tessie' which will take me another 6 years to acclimatize and write a further update !

Aechmea  ‘Tessie’  by Olwen Ferris, In Bromeletter 28(3):9. 1990

In the March/April 1990 Bromeletter, Derek Butcher has written about a DASTARDLY PLOT (ONCE AGAIN), in reference to an Aechmea we know as 'Tessie'.

My part in the 'Dastardly Plot' started in April 1963. We visited the late Wal. Charlie, at Bilpin, N.S.W., the week before the first General Meeting of the Bromeliad Society of Australia. I purchased a number of bromels and one was a nice sturdy seedling from a batch going under the name Aechmea tessmannii. This was planted in a garden bed bordering our front patio, facing north east, where it flourished. We were living at Normanhurst, Sydney at the time .

When the inflorescence appeared, it did not fit the description of Aechmea tessmannii. A friend was flowering a similar plant and called it Aechmea phanerophlebia, so I changed my label.

I decided to make sure of the name by pressing the inflorescence and two leaves (one inner and one outer) of the plant. The dried specimen was attached to a cardboard filing folder and sent to Dr. Lyman B. Smith. His reply, dated August 23rd., 1968 reads as follows :​

Dear Mrs Ferris,

I have compared the specimen you sent me recently with Aechmea phanerophlebia and admit there is a close resemblance. However, the floral bracts are too ample for that species and I strongly suspect that it is a hybrid of Aechmea disticantha, with some species that has flowers in more than two ranks.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed).. .Lyman B. Smith,

Senior Botanist, Department of Botany.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE, WASHINGTON D.C., U.S.A.

I still did not know what my plant was. The original name was not correct, so I gave it the nickname, Ae. 'Tessie'. Sorry Derek, if it has given you a headache. Over the years it has given me one also, but I still like the plant very much.

